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Time for commitment to long-term
care facility for Trinity Conception

(COPY)

Kon. Jerome Kennedy,
MHA Minister of
_ Einance
Dear Minister:

As you travel throughout the
province I am sure many issues
will be presented to you for con-
sideration and I fully understand
thatall wishes can’t be dealt with

~in this year's budget.

However, I wish to put forward
a submission that i a major con-
cern for the Trinity South and Con-
ception Bay North area.

The issue that I reference is a
long-term care home.

In 2001, planning began for a
new long term-care home for the
Carbonear area. It was recom-
mended that a new 211-bed long-
term cere home be built. The
Regional Board and the depart-
ment ranked this facility as a top
priority along with Corner Brook.

Since that time, government con-
tinues to modernize long-term
care infrastructure. New long-
term care homes are being con-
structed in Corner Brook,
Clarenville, and Happy Val-
ley/Goose Bay. Renovations are
being done at the Blue Crest
Home in Grand Bank and rede-
velopment/new construction is
planned at the long-term care
home in Lewisporte, all of which
Itotally support. Butafacility has
to be built in the Conception Bay
North area to replace the Inter-
faith (Citizens Home) and the Har-
bour Lodge.

Both facilities have served the
areawell,but thetimeislongover-
due for replacement.

In 2007, 2 new service delivery
and capital infrastructure plan for
the Northwest Avalon, including
St. John’s and Carbonear, was
developed by an external consul-
tant. The consultant recom-

mended a three-story long-term
care home located on the Car-
bonear Hospital site with capac-
ity for 180 beds and three dementia
bungalows with 10 beds each for
a total of 210 beds. The depart-
ment requested one million dol-
lars for its 2008/09 budget
submission to finalize a master
program. However, Budget 2008
did not allocate any funding for
this capital work, but instead
allocated one million dollars for
planning two new long term care
homes for St. John's.
Government’s blueprint com-
mitmentwastoupgradelong-term
care homes across this province
where there is a demonstrated
needon a priority basis. Carbonear
was confirmed in 2001 and again
02007 tobe'on a pnomty ba51s
“However, we Have seen seven
other facilities either newly built,
renovated or being planned since
Carbonear was considered as a

top priority.

Many ofour residentsseeloved
ones having to be placed in facil-
ities outside the area. [ am ask-
ing that government listen to the
wishes of all these who have
signed petitions and all the vari-
ous groups and organizationswho
support a new facility. The pro-
fessionals whowork in these facil-
ities require better, as do the
residents.

1 trust government will make
a commitment in this year’s bud-
getfor anew long-term carehome
forthe people of Trinity South and
Conception Bay North.

Thank you for your considera-
tion of this major concern.

I look forward to an announce-
mentinthisyearsbudgetandhope
the recommendations of external
consultants become a reality.

Roland Butler,
MHA, Port de Grave
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