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And the Amdemy Award goes to ... Brian

"y pen Line radio host Randy
(jb'ilnms wondered aloud the
other day what the big deal was
that stall in the premier's oftice
can't remember telling Danny
Williams whout the problems
wilh breast cancer vietins.

Randy lad swallowed the line
that Brian Crawlay, the pre-
wier's chief of staff, had offered
o the Cameron Inguiry. People
have muany conversations in the
couese of several years, said
Crawley. flow can you be expect-
cd 1o remember o particuliap one

Well, that’s trac, people do
have many conversalions in the
span of severval years, Bul some
stand out move than others.

Like if you're wile Lells you
she's pregnant.

Or the boss says therd’s going
to he layolfs.

Ov someihing so big is coming
down the pike it you better
liide undec achair,

Some conversalions stand out,
becanse they're more hportant.,
[t seems Lo me that if 1 was
the premicys chicl of staff, or his

pross secrelary, and someone
said thera’s a by story coming
abont botched cancer fests in Lhe
provinee's biggest hospital, fd
remember ik, And 1L was my
joh 1o pass on Lhat information
to the premicr, which in the cuse
of Briaa Crawley amd Wlizabeth
Matthews il certainly was, Td
remember that too.

These people have an anteuna
when it comes (o things that
might cavse controversy in the
niedia. ds a friend puk it reeent-
Iy, Matthews and Urawley ovcu-
jobis they do, because they
see a controversy hrewing
[rom w continent away. They are
veritable meteorologists of bad
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news. Ils Lheu )oh lo ﬁ.l,ay ahead
of dangerous issnes and Lo bri
The premier jdstin ease hes ever
asked aboub them by a veporier.

Nobady wants Danny
Williams, or anypther premier,
looking stupid: Thuts the job of
political staff: To make suve the
bogs doeso’t look stupid. So when
potitical staft like Brian Crawley
and Blivabelh Matthews claim
they cai'’t remember telling the
premicr about the cancer scan-
dal, it begs cloger inspection.
fither they are avoiding the
Lrulh, not telling the trath, oy
are incompelent, whicl is ironie,
given (hat the premici gave
Lhen, aud-them alone, a 13 per
cent raise last year without both-
cring Lo go to cubinel ov yun it by
Treasury Board.

Just the word cancer conpled
with the phvase “a big story is
about to brealk” raises this thing
above an ordinary conversation.
That’s the warning Multhews'
and Crawley received back in
July 2005.

some of the smarter people
Lnow ave ronning their minds
hack to that peviod, trying to
vemember whal else the premier

had on his plate then. Ths Llﬁli]:~

ing is that Crawley, and for sure .

Matthews given the tightness of
her relationship with the pre-
mier, gave him a heads up about
what was brewing in Jastern
Health. But given Williams’
micromanagement style, he was
prabably engrossed in something
else and forgol to deal with it.

Given the consequences to
hundreds of Newfoundland fami-
lies of having their loved ones
misdiagnosed, Williams can’t
afford to admit he dropped the
hall. S50 Lo spare him the discom-
fort and shame of owning up to
it, Matthews and Crawley had to

tale the stand and act like a
couple of dummies. That’s the
theory some people are main-
faining. One thing is for sure,
you can’t question their loyalty
to the boss afler their perform-
ances last'week, or his loyalty to
them. In any other )nb they’d he
fired:

But getting hack to Randy
Shinms’ query as to why any of .
this matters, well, that:should he
obvious ton. It should matter if
the highest political officers in
the land are obfuscating, or'arve
incompetent:

Bo far Jugtice Margaret
Jameron hag had to endure
watching a Heveulean game of
Hot Potato. Just about everyone
who has taken the stand has
tried Lo loss any semblance of
responsthility away from them-
selves and onto someone or
something else.

Well, ag Harry Truman
tamausly said when he was .
President, of the United States,
“the buck stops here.”

Willinuns is supposed to be our
Truman. Tf something as critical

. as-health cave is being serewed

up, it’s his job to catch it and fix
it. And hecause he works for us,
it’s his job to tell us about it,
vight from the get go.

That’s why it’s important to
get to the truth of what hap-
pened inside the premier’s office.
From Crawley’s testimony last
week we learned that the Chief
of Stafl to the Premier of
Newfoundiand doesn’t keep
notes, that he systematically
deleted his e-mails and that the
Premier’s Office doesi’t puide

- the actions of cabinet ministers.

The fivst two points sound
suspicious on their own mevits
and demand further scrutiny,
The latter point we know lor
sure isn’t rue. The recent resig-
nation/dismissal of Depuly
Premier Tom Rideout made
clear that the Premier’s Office
manages things to the smallest
detail, having even taken away
the prevogative of the
Transportation Minigter to allo-

eate road work. Deciding how
“much money goes to each dis-

trict for paving is actually done

- by Williams himself and o min-
Mjon in his office.

That's why Crawley’s and
Matthew’s dumb act is so uncon-
vincing. Again, both Crawley
and Matthews were apprised of
the seandal in Bastern Health at
least as early ag July 2005
FEither they told the premier

“about it then or they didn’t.

Given the seriousness of the

issue, that conversation, if it
. happened, stiowldn’t be hard to
~ remember.

What is also certain, given all

the evidence we've heard and

seen so far, is that neither
Williams, Crawley nor

Crawley

Matthews seem to have done
one thing about the crisis affec
ing cancer patients... nothing
until the media broke the story
months later. Bven then,
because the story broke in The
Independent, which has a mink
cule readership, the stovy was
missed by most people and the
trio running this provinee con-
tinued to say nothing.

It was nearly a year later
when CBC Radio veporter May
Quinn started delving into and
reporting on a court case involy
ing women who were misdiag-
nosed that Williams, Matthews
and Crawley finally stavted
acknowledging there was a pro
lem, despite the fact brieling
notes had been sent to William
himself in the meantime.

And it’s only Lhis past few
months, three yoe
Crawley and Matthews were
fivst informed, that some of the
last cancer vietims were finally
told that their tests, and result
ing treatments, weve wrong
years ago. We don’t even know
how miany women died prema-
turely because of the screw-ups
and communications fatlur

The buck, or hot patato, or
whatever you want to call it, h:
to stop somewhere.

In our system of government,
that somewhere is the Premiey
Office.

That’s why this thing is so
important. And Danny William
constant badgering of the
Comrission and its staff, his
attempts to stifle debate in the
le ature, and his efforts to
distract the public doesn’t
change the truth of that onc
1ota, ki
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