Liberals want pmvince to help
laid-off workers at North Atlantic

MHA for the area says governments hands are tied

By Dave Barm.
THE TELEGRAM
Tne provineial Liberals are calling on the govern-

ment to get involved in » dispute at the North

Atlamtic refinery in Come By Chanee.

Monday marked the stazt of the fifth waek of an
information prku beld by some temporary and
part-time workers who have been faid off

At the heart of the matter is the mmpam s d
sion to contract out construchon wa

Liberal Leader Yvonne Jones met with the work-
¢ir union and the company fast week.
tirne the Williaros government steps
in to save the 100 (6 208 jobs.

Tony Penney is a spokesinan for the workers who
have been holding the mformation picket.

“From tie look ofit right now, that's the only help
we got is really from these leaders of our communi-
ties, and our politicians ... to try and straighten this
out.” says Penney
“The bottorm line s (the compa
wrong”

is) doing ns

o

But comp ; Gloria Warren-S]
sy the isste isit about rebiring workers.
“The issue is we have decided to contract out

n'orL says Warren-Slade.
been rurzmrgn refineryand

frate o offorts more o our expertise, which is
r .. we don't want to have our management

inte rumning &
e we found in the past we weren't doing a very

the issne is net with the quality of

work of the laid-off work
Warren-Slade also says the company has encour-

aged the contractor to hire some of the former
eruployees,

ut she says that has to be up to the con-

sys the new company isii't going 1o tite

the workess on the picket becatse most don't have

nuior card:
Penney also wants to know where Calvin Peach,

the MHA for the are, is.

'I Ie ‘hasn't shown his face on our picket fine in five

* says quw

i si't been on the line with the
workers, hat he says he's been diligently working
behind the scenes to try Lo help the workers.

Peach says he's met with the union, the cornpany,
mayors in the area and has tatked to some of the
workers.

But he says there’s not much government can do
that it baso't already dosuc.

“It's a private company th
And they have 2 unionized
tied, really” Peach saye.

He says the union has told him that it has grieved
the contracting out of work and that it should be
going to arbitration soon.

s the workers on the line are slowly
going 1o Alberta or finding other jobs in the ared.

“( think that's (the company’s) plan, to bope we
are going to go away,

He says the laid-off workers will hold their picket
for as long as they can — at least for another two or
threc weeks — unless the company Teverses ifs deci-
sion.
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