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pposition Liberal  Leader

is dey endlﬂ*’ on umu\tnmab
revenue sources, including
ties and @ rommuter workforce for
its economic growth,

She for & plan fo
sostainable fishing, foresﬂ
e and fur industries
was the guest speaker at the
Conception Bay Area Chamber of
Coi merce iuncheon in Paradise.
¢ seary thought und the trends

that we have sean over the pust num-
. ber of yeam h;m- .\huwn that gutmi-

improving

Oppositian Leader Yvonne Jonas {right] spake to the Conception Bay &rea Chamber of Lommerce Friday afternoon.
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Commuter workforce unsustainable: lones

she s
“We pay for their education ensts,
vet other provinces reap the benefits

of our
tion has already dicpped b
peaple over the past 16 vears”

The commuter workforce — 6,600
to 10,000 prople working in ather
provinces who muintain families sn
Newfoundland — contribute up to St
every vean Jones

skilled work farce. Gur popula-
H1,000

T meney is) coming back
home. Its being spent in our commu-
nities, and as a result of it we're buck-
ing all the national trends wh
comas 1o vehicle sales and purchases
of new houses and coostraction she
satd.

“One has io admit this is not sus-
tainable development frmm many

it

social and aultural perspective

One consequence of people work-
ing away is an impeoding labone
crunch in new iadustries in the
province that reguire & large skilled
workforce, including the Lower
Churchili project, proposed Placentia
Bay refinery and new mining projects
i Labrados, lones said.

“Governmest sust not oxty kiave a
sirategy developed. but they must also
take action to ensure we capitalize on
these developments to bring people
hon

“Qur commuter worklorce
willing to i the void and i
needs to happen to o
province’ large term Ruture”

Imnngrants mustbe encowraged to
stay in the province through good eco-
noinics and a weleoming social envi-
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ronment, she s

erines, fones said it aeeds to be plan-
ning for after the oil reserves yun out.
“In the next 10 o 15 yeass, Hibemis
Terra Nova and White Rose will elthel
sup out of oil production. or be in the
tast year:
need o reals
budgets and royalties we'
frera oil and gas teday
short lived within
denade ]un-"s md

indus 0
onr te('h)u)l()g_v, our human resonre
then we will not have what it takes
fill the voids that will be left”
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