Not a perfect deal:
“opposition MHAs

Concerns raised over industrial, labour capacity

hile the Hebron
agreement may
mean billions for the

province, opposition MHAs
say there are still weak
points that need to be Laken
care of so people in this
provinge get the most out of
the off development.

NDP lLeader Lorraine

Michael said the agreement
is superior fo earlier oil
developmenls, such as Hibernia.
where Lhe federal government got a
| bigger share than the pravince.
" However, she said shes
concerned the ofl partners
and the province won'l be
ghble to five up to all the com-
mitments made in the
agreement.

“I'm going to be looking
! for how the promises there
are going w be kept, espe-
cially with regard to the nse
of our labour” she said.

Three topside conpo-
nents to the Hebron platiorm are sup-
posed to be huilt in the province,
while one will be bid on international-
ly. Hiowever, there are stipulations in
. the sgreement that state

that & there aren’t endugh

workers to build the mod-

ules or facilities available for

the construction, the coni-

pandes can {ook for contrac-

tors ontside the province to
- do the work. ‘

Michael said the province
fas to work Lo ke sure the
strusetares get built kere,

“An awful lot more is going to bave

: to be done to ensure that we have the
- capncily” she said. “f want:to see niore
- around training, becanse what the
" governmentis daingis insul-
¢ ficlent. We need a job more
i work around the apprentice-
i ship program issne”

She said that given the
| training thal will be needed,
i a $l-million commitment
. towards  Memorial  Uni-
| versity and the College ofthe
; North Adantic  included
in the agreement seems
small
i Michael aléo said the off companies
" and the province will need workers 1o

come to the provinee in order to fullil
. the need for labonr. But she
questioned whether theyd
be willing to pay the salaries
" reguired to aitracl skilled
workers.

“If that doesn’l happen
they arer’t going to come
back”

Liberal MHA  Kelvin

. Parsons said any deal that
brings work to the province
is good. However, he's also concerned
with the possibility the work on strue-
tares on the topside of the platform
will be sutsourced.
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how many million person-hours of
employment ave going out of the
province becanse of that one” he said.

Parsons also suid hed like
to know how much time the
co-venturers in the project.
will give businesses in the
“province to get their work-
forees in place before they
start offering contracls to

- cotnparies from away.

He gaid the province can
putincentives in place to gel:
the workers available, but
overall it will likely come

down lo the competitiveness of the
matketplace and wages offered by the
Hebron opevators. .

in g news release issned
Wednesday afternons, Lib-
eral Leader Yvonue Jones
reiterated Parsons concerns
about the modales and the
lirsited workforce. However,
shie said she's also concerned
that the provinces 49 per
sent equity stake in the proj-
ect could cost the province
more rooney in the long run,

“Should there be any sig-
nificant cost-overruns or envicon-
mental Habifities, the people of the
provinee will be on the hook for a por-
lion of those costs. That rsk could
have Deen  eliminated
through « revamped and
strengthened royalty
regime! she said.

Federal Fisheries
Minister Loyola Hearn afso
issued a short statement on
the agreement, calling i
gE “great  mews” for  the
es provisce.
" Meanwhile, Municipal-
ities Newfoundland and Labrador
president Graham Letto said he's hop-
ing o fair chunk of the $20 billion in
profits expecied to be raked in by the
province will go towards
improving infrastructuse in
comunities.

“Entering into an agree-
ment like this, where you're
talking bitlions of dollars,
that has fo translate some-
how into onr municipalities
in the form of infrastrue-
ture; he said.

issues such ag  poor
drinking water, sewsge
treatment and rough roads have w be
addressed, said L.etfo.

Paradise Mayor Ralph Wiseman
said his comnnmnity is
already reaping benefits
from the announcement.

He said the fown made
an agreement Wednesday
moraing to expand the
indugtrial park by 57 acres,
and an oil company will fike-
ty annonnce Friday plans 1o
move its business to
Paradise.

Like Letto, he thinks the money will
atlow a better standard of life for peo~
ple in the province.
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