Clipped correspondence
between Kennedy, Cameron
released by Liberals

J
arse Jettars and e-mails between Justive Minister Jerome
Kennedy and Supreme Court Justice Murgaret Cameron

were released Wednesday by the Liberal party.

In the correspondence — sent . .
between Teb. 28 and June 20 — COMMISSion
Kennedy and Cuneron go back and — of %@%E%
forth on the need for an extension of =~ =——iem——
tine and resources for the inquiry shes presiding over.

The inquiry is looking into why 386 breast cancer
patients received inaccurate results on hormone receptor
Jests between 1997 and 2003. The lests are used 1o deter-
mine ireatment options for the cancer patients.

In the letters, Cumeron tries to explain the need for the
extension, while Kennedy repeatedly asks for reasous why
it’s niecessary.

In Kennedy's response to Camerars initial letter mailed
on Feh, 28, he asked for more specific reasoning for the
extension, saying he will have to prove thal the extension is
“in the public interest] he writes. “it would be benelicial to
our snalysis if you could provide reasons for this anticipat-
ed increase]

Cameron provides three sets of explanations of the
bndget and pumbers of witnesses and why the numbers
had increased throughout the lelters. In response
Kennedy's needing proof that the extension was in the pul-
lice intevest, she replied that "by coincidence] caunsel
recently discussed the Ontario Law Reform Commission,
Heport on Public Inquiries, stating that group noted how
“difficult” ik can be to guess how long an inquiry con take.

“That has been the case for this Commission, she wrote.

But if’s dlear Cameran was alse worried about govern-
ments perception of the inguiry and how that: perception
was being relayed to the pubic.

In the first letter from Cameran to Kennedy, dated Feb. 28,
2008, she: writes that:shes not reguired — or peemitted — to
exainine case evidence or provide an opinion on whether
patients bad died as a result of errors in their testing.

“However, in a recent press conference ... the Minister of
Health ... seems 1o bave suggested that the Conmmission
wonld do just that. { betieve it would be better if a public cor-
rection of this misunderstanding were to come from
Government rather than the Cormission”

T her June 19 response to Kennedy’s letter that suid the
province did plan on granting the extension — bt that he
would still need wmore information — Cameron said any
attempt to Limit fees for commsel would appear o be an
attempl: fo interfere with the independence of the commis-
sion. She also complained about Premier Danny Williams'
public statement, which included incorrect billing informa-
tinn for commission Jawyers, nod asked for a publicretractior.

In the final letter, dated June 20, Kennedy said govern-
ment had no choice bat to provide the full amount of legal
fees. :

“We hutve no intention of interfering with the independ-
ence of the commission, For the same reason, govermment
is prepared to grant your request for an extension.”

Mesnwhile, the Liberal apposition, which released the
documents, is weleoming the premier’s testimony at the
Cameron inguiry. Justice eritic Kelvin Parsons says he
thinks the premier’s testimony will provide infonmation
ahout who knew what and when.

He says he's pleased the process has been able to proceed
“withoul. restriction or interference] b, points ont that
Kennedy and Williams have both cticived the inguiry
throughont the process.

“T am hopeful that his testimony on Tuesday will provide
some ygreater insight into his government's actions, or tack
thereof, throughout this process? Parsons says.
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The correspondence between government and Justice Cameron
is svailable at www.liberaloppositionnl.com




