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Tories got more cash
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in 2003, Liberals say

PCs misleading public on caucus resources: Jones
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Txe Opposition. Liberals are firing
-another shot in the feud over fund-
ing for cancus staffing and
research resources at the legisinture.

Liberal Leader Yvonne Jones is
pointing to figures -released by the
House of Assernbly this week as proof
the Tories received $100,000 more to
hire stail in the Opposition office five
years age than the Liberals get loday.

*f listened fo the premiers com-
ments this weekend and read joan
Burkes commenls ioday and R cer-
tainly demonstrales that this govern-
ment has no problem putting out fulse
information in an attempt ko gain pub-
tic support” Jones said in a statement
issned Tuesdny.

According to the fgures refeased by
the Liberals, the Tory Oppositionhada
budget of nearly $550,000 for office
staflin 2003, not including constituen-
ey assistants for MHAs.

The Liberals say that subsequeni
pay vaises would bave put that number
over 650,000 taday.

The curvent budget for the

Opposition Libesal office is roughly

$456,000.

An independent consultant recom-
mmended bumping that amount up to
$696.000. But the Tory members of the
House of Assembly management com-
imission voted last week to block that
additional Randing for the Liberals,

‘The Conservatives did vote to give
themselves an additional $126,000,
and the NDP an extra $124.000.

House Speaker Roger Fitzgerald. a
Conservative who does not sit in the
parly’s caucus, is expected to cast the
decidingvote on the issne nest month.

Jones said the Qpposition is being
“stifled” by the decision, and will be
forced to lay off stalfers, .

NDP Leader Loreaine Michael said
she was “disturbed” by the Tory move
to torpedo Liberal funding.

But the governing Conservatives
are defending the action.

Tory cabinet minister Joun Burke
wrote in a Jetter published Tuesdayin
The Telegram that “there Is not an
endless pot of money for the Liberl

n?

And Premier Danny Witliams said
this week that he has some “grave
concerns” aboul the Liberals' com-
plaints.

“They have more than enowgh in
resources in order to. you know, be a
competent opposition,” Willimns told
The Telegram in an interview.

*Theyre paid a salary Lo he oppost-
tion members and they should per-
form their jobs”

In 2003, the then-Opposition
Tories had 11 stalfers on the public
payroll, according lo House figures
relensed by the Liberals. The current
Liberal Opposition has nine.

The historical figures provided by
the House are complicated by the
haphazard record-keeping system in
plitce at the legislature five years ago.

The then-director of financial oper-
ations has since left government and
was charged in relation with the con-
stituency aliowance spending scandal.

‘Fhe House of Assembly says the |
2003 fgares are based on the former
direclor’s wrilten working papers,
and cannot he definitively confirmed
as valid. :

Hawever. officials at the legislature
said the overall salary budget amount
of $24 million for House operations
that vear has been reconciled with
those working papers and other
financial reports, lending credence to
thefr accuracy.
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