he Hounse of Assembly is the lorain

where the premier and ministers

are held accountable to the people
between elections, Through logisla-
tive debates and guestion period, the
official Opposition seratinizes the
governments policies and budget
decisions.
Every minister is supported by
legions of public servants who fulfil
their every request. The government
has hundreds of palicy and finnncial
analysts who research and imple-
ment policy initiatives. Together
they produce thonsands of pages
ol briefing notes, annual reporis,
media materials, stadies, proposals
and olher policy docwments every
yous.

Ou behalf of the people of
the province, the Opposition sifts
throngh these malerials and gathers
othier information. Through this
research  and  analysis,  the
Opposition is an essential part ol the

Let the Opposition

accountability process ensuriing thot
we all have o beiter, more eflective
and efficient government and pro-
arams.

Qur office investigates ond
addresses sll the issues facing the
provioce, as well as 17 governneat
departments and at least 30 olher
governiment agencies. n the last ses-
sion alone, pur office researched and
prepared more than 800 guestions for
guestion perind and researched 37

pieces of legislation that were
hrowght before the House of
Assembly.

The fundamental issue is a shople
one. The constitutional duties of the
official Opposition are fixed in natre
and do not change with the namber
of apposition yoembers. In fcl, hav-
ing fewer members increases pres-
sure on the vesearch stalt since more
responsibility for legishative research
andd gnalysis must be done at the staff
{evel. Bven Chief Justice Derek Green,
in s report, noted thaf the caucuses
needed niore resources in order 1o

the government
chooses to damage the
vigour of meaningful
debate and inquiry in the
House of Assembly, it
damages the state of
democracy in our preyi

properly discharge their duties.

To finally resolve this issue, and to
depaliticize the process, the House of
Assembly Management Commission
agreed to hire a consalting frm to
provide recommendations.

They found that all  other
provinges are ahead of our own in
providing adequate funding lo their
opposition offices, For exmnple,

do its job

Snskatchewan  allocates  over
$300,000 in base funding fo its oppo-
sition office, while Nova Scatiz allo-
caltes over $400,000.

In our province, the consultant
concluded that all cascnses were
woefully anderfunded, with the offi-
cial Oppositian office being the most
underfnded. Amoag the (7 recom-
mendations, the consultant advoeat-
ed an addifional $126,000 for the gov-
ernment Progressive Congervative
caueas, 8124000 extra for the NDP
affice and $162,000 more for the
Liberals as the official Opposition.

The only recommendation voted
down by the govermueni members
wis the one pertaining to fonding for
the Liberal Opposition office. The
three PO commission members —
Trevor Taglor, joan Barke and
Elizabeth Marshall — voted to block
all but $12,000 of the funds fargeted
for the Opposition office. The Speaker
reserved his vote for a future meeting.

By their votes, the government
marmibers hive voted 1o deny the offi-

cial Opposition the basic funding
required to fulfil its fundamental con-
stilutional respansibililies and there-
by bamper its ability to da the
reseatch thut is essential to the job.

This is an abuse of the power of the
majority. When Ihe governuent
chaoses to damage the vigowr of
meaningfol debate and ingairy in the
House of Assembly, it damages the
stale of democracy in onr provioce.

The premier has stated that he
helieves having seven strong opposi-
tion members in Ottawa will be in the
best interests of the provinee. I chal-
fenge him to use the same logic in
Newloundland and Lubrador, and to
ensure thal his opposition here, in
onr province, has the tools to effec-
tively represent the people who dis-
agree with his government’s policies
in the 38 districts that make ap our
House of Assenbly.

Yvonhe Jones is the Liberal MHA for
Cartwright-UAnse au Clair and the leader of
the officlal Oppasition,
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