POLITICS

Liberals
won't let issue fade

Mental Healtls services for teens a priority

By Dwe Busnerr
THE TELEGRAM

iberal Leader Yoonne Jones had o
leglh_\ mecting with  the

privinees Child snd Youlh Adva-
e Friday 1o discis mental health
services for xoung people in the
provinee.

“The advocate Sures a o of the
corcerns tid we do i denms of wihat
services and progas ae onl there
for these younmy people and whiere the
gaps are Atk veed o De Slled, said
Jones.

The Liberals spent mos of ques-
tion periokt al the House of Axsemibh
lust weeh ashinng questions t ealth
Minister Ross Wisensa abont these
s

Wiserant Ints told s sl 20 dist
offa 20623 report ey the isstc o see if
the prosinee can iedt somoof e ree-
ommendatinns in that repord,

The most importam of fhose,
accosding to Jones, is e need for
residential treatment program for
sotng peuple.

“The money were speading 1o ot

vur chiklren in prograums outside of

Newloundhmdand Labrador conld be
spent to do the sine thing right here
at home! she said.

"W think thiere meds fo be some
vt actions tuhen te ensure that
there js proper senices { for youihy

and we'l continne 1 rise the profile
of the e . while the fegislatore is
open said jones.

Jones saicd she il thwe youth adso-
cate. Daslene Nevitk- agreed on i cou-
yobe ol posint Frickry.

“Ehere nevds 1o e forensie psy ehi-
atry bt prosided o soung people i
the proninees she s,

Jones saidd ofien whien adults e
arged with crimes they are sent for
pryebiatric evabutions, but ~he ssid
that dlocsst happes when yng pro-
pleare churgd.

"W alse feel there is s need Jor a
medical dedon program and e fles
cerlainly expressad her concesn for
that as well saicl Tones,

Jomes b hoped 1o gt s s
port from Xeville on o satement of
it fled agaist Eastorn Heulth In
family frem Centrat New foundaid
who claiins Uheir son fell throug the
erichs of the mentat health wsem.

Buk Jowses saiel S yonrg mman i
viow in his stk is bevond e mat.
chate ol the child and youth acdvocate,

Jones said the Liberals will now Ix:
referring the matter 1o the office of the
citizen's reprosentatise

Nevifle sasit mailable to speak
with The Telegram Friday, bul has
agreed bercho an insteryiew on the e
thisweeh.
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