Lobster lingering in warehouses

Fishery suffering because of economic downturn: Liberals

Banli

RA;

‘Liheml Leasder Yvonoe Joaes

teld the House of Assembly

Wednesday some lobster caught
i this syring by the province's Gsher-

et has vet £o be sold.

“Fheee's Johster wareboused in
this provisce that have sot foend a
marketploce,” said Jones.

She satd if the Johster doess’t

1 sell befnre nest year's season, it will

contribute to already vapidly fulling
prices for the high-ead seafond.
Jones asked Pisheries Mudster
Fom Heddersox if the provinee has
u contingency plan in place to help
fishernner and processors of all
species when the fishing seasons
begin this spring. ’
Heddersonr said the province
currently has programs such us the
Lown Guarnstee Program and beb
gathering information from the
Fisk, Food and Altied Workers and
the processing sector on what else
the provinee may be able to da,
“We kuow the fishing indostey is
not imanose from the forces with
segards to the enonomics outside

of this province. be said,

“1's not only goiag to be @ credit

crunch but it is guing 1o be a bit of

a4 amarket  meltdown”  said

Jow the fishing industry
ic nat imrune from the forces
with regards to the economics

outsice of this provifice

Fisherias Ministar Tom Beddeon

Hedderson of the inventory of lob-
ster.

He said because Jolister bs sucha
high-end product with a specific
market, the economie downlacn
hiag been hard oo the industry.

Cratside the House, Jones said
other provinees are concerned
about credil for operations and are
doing things abonk it

She said fishermen in Quehec

can gel working capitel and lises of

credit from the provisce.

“Many processors, n particelar
some of the smaller processoss in
this provioce, and saxme of the big
ones a8 well, are going to fect that
cash crooel) said Jones

“ay forr is that we could actual-
by spe some of these fish processors
closing pp i the proper supports
are oot put in place.”
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